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For Immediate Release: 

Chicago writer Nino Cipri has received the 2014 Working Class Grant from the 

Speculative Literature Foundation (SLF). The $750 award supports any purpose that 

the writer wishes to benefit their work. 

The Speculative Literature Foundation created the Working Class Grant to support 

under-served and under-represented writers in speculative fiction, specifically those 

from working class, blue collar, low-income, or homeless backgrounds. While the 

award cannot provide all needs, it is intended to aid writers in overcoming financial 

barriers to writing speculative fiction. 

Nino Cipri lives in Chicago, and is a speculative fiction writer and essayist. A 2014 

graduate of the Clarion Science Fiction Writers Workshop, Nino's speculative fiction 

has been, or will shortly be, published by Tor.com, Fireside Fiction, Betwtixt, Daily 

Science Fiction, the Journal of Unlikely Entomology, and the Eunoia Review. Nino 

also reads submissions for Crossed Genres Magazine, and has authored book reviews 

for Strange Horizons and the Future Fire. They have written, staged, and worked on 

production for plays, short films and podcasts. 

Currently a part-time mechanic at Divvy, Chicago's public bicycle transit company, 

Nino grew up in a working class family that struggled with poverty. Making ends 

meet continues to be a challenge, combining part-time work with writing, even with 

impressive hard work and a rapidly-growing list of publications. 

About Nino's story submitted for award consideration, "The Shape of My Name," 

jurors said, "This is a very original story, with an unusual take on time travel as well 

as gender and transgender issues . . . . pitch perfect. Very polished and potent." 

About their family and storytelling, Nino wrote, "My family collects and distributes 

stories like heirlooms. Mostly small tales, funny ones with good punchlines. I grew up 
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with these stories, and the ones I read or watched play out on TV, and it didn't take 

long before I was making up my own. Stories made sense of an otherwise 

incomprehensible world." 

Honorable Mentions for the 2014 Diverse Worlds Grant were: Alix Heintzman, Molly 

Moss and Kathrin Köhler for their unique and thought-provoking submissions, which 

made the selection of the eventual winner a difficult but enjoyable process. 

Jurors for the 2014 Working Class Grant include Linda Wight, Samuel Montgomery-

Blinn, Rebecca Gibson, Andrea Hull, Jim Frenkel, Michael Lowrey, James Nicoll, 

Irene Nexica, Jake Casella, Fateh Singh, and Malon Edwards, Managing Director and 

Grants Administrator for the Foundation. 

Founded in January, 2004 to promote literary quality in speculative fiction, the all-

volunteer Foundation is led by Mary Anne Mohanraj and 30 other committed 

volunteers. The Foundation maintains a comprehensive website offering information 

for readers, writers, editors and publishers of speculative fiction, develops book lists 

and outreach materials for schools and libraries, and raises funds for redistribution to 

other organizations in the field, as well as four awards made annually to writers, of 

which the Working Class Grant is one. The others include the Gulliver Travel 

Research Grant, Diverse Writers/Worlds Grant, and the Older Writers Grant. For 

more information about the Speculative Literature Foundation, contact Malon 

Edwards at a href="mailto:managing_dir@speclit.org">managing_dir@speclit.org or 

visit the website at <="" a="">. 

<="" a="" style="font-family: 'Times New Roman'; font-size: medium; font-style: normal; font-

variant: normal; font-weight: normal; letter-spacing: normal; line-height: normal; orphans: auto; 

text-align: start; text-indent: 0px; text-transform: none; white-space: normal; widows: 1; word-

spacing: 0px; -webkit-text-stroke-width: 0px;"> 

---------------- 

 

<="" a="">PR Contact: Malon Edwards press@speculativeliterature.org 

The Speculative Literature Foundation is a volunteer-run, non-profit organization 

dedicated to promoting the interests of readers, writers, editors and publishers in the 

speculative literature community. 

"Speculative literature" is a catch-all term meant to inclusively span the breadth of 

fantastic literature, encompassing literature ranging from hard and soft science fiction 
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to epic fantasy to ghost stories to folk and fairy tales to slipstream to magical realism 

to modern mythmaking -- any literature containing a fabulist or speculative element. 

To be removed from the Speculative Literature Foundation press release mailing list 

please write to press@speculativeliterature.org. 
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